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The James Muesum welcomes a new westernthemed Andy Warhol exhibit, “Warhol’s
West.”

USF’s Inclusive education program, UMatter,
receives a $1.2 million dollar gift.

USFSP Student Chevaughn Bashford founds
the campus’ first chess club.
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Survey affirms
consolidation’s negative
impact on St. Pete faculty
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

A

AUDREY WARD | THE CROW’S NEST

From left to right: Robert Blackmon. Veronica Jimenez, Tara Rosenbaum,
Sean Schrader, Ken Welch and Judithanne Scourfield McLauchlan after the
mayoral forum on Sept. 29.
>> SEE FORUM on P3

COVID-19 data trends downward despite
‘chaotic’ start to the semester
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

M

ore than a
month into the
fall semester,
administrators at USF Health
are feeling good about the
university’s management of
an uncertain return to campus
amid an ongoing threat from
COVID-19.
“As chaotic as it felt those
first couple of weeks, we
actually did pretty well,” said
Donna Petersen, dean of USF
College of Public Health,
during a Sept. 29 Faculty
Senate meeting.
Petersen said the return
to in-person instruction
brought more positive cases,
virus exposure and remote
instruction than anticipated
by USF Health, making it a
“rough” start to the semester.
According to recent
data shared during the
meeting, test positivity,

virus reproduction and
hospitalization rates continue
to trend downward.
“This is really good news,”
said Interim President Rhea
Law.
According to Petersen,
vaccine clinics across all three
campuses have seen “steady
demand” and the university
will continue to offer first and
second doses of the Pfizer,
Moderna and Johnson &
Johnson vaccines.
“We’re just trying to get
doses in arms,” Petersen said.
USF announced on Sept.
27 that it offers third doses of
the Pfizer vaccine to eligible
students, faculty and staff
who are over 65 years old,
considered high-risk or in the
teaching profession, as long
as it’s been six months since
their last dose.
Third doses of the Pfizer
vaccine are also available to
the family of those who are
eligible.

Petersen emphasized
that a third vaccine is “not
technically a booster” and,
although studies do not
thoroughly support additional
immunity from a third dose,
“it certainly does no harm.”
Despite the downward
trend and USF’s growing
vaccination rate, both Law
and Petersen were hesitant to
show signs of relief during the
meeting.
“I know we’ve seen
[COVID-19 rates] go down
before, and then the Delta
variant came along, but let’s
all keep our fingers crossed
that is in fact the case,” Law
said.
Petersen said, for her team
at USF Health, “things change
almost every day.”
“We get the occasional
respite and then it kicks back
up again,” Petersen said.
>> SEE COVID-19 on P7

The Crow’s Nest at USFSP

recent survey
revealed the
majority of USF
St. Petersburg faculty who
responded feel they have
been negatively impacted by
consolidation.
Spearheaded by USF
Sarasota-Manatee Faculty
Council Chair Anthony
Coy, the faculty-led survey
asked faculty members at
all three USF campuses to
rate how consolidation has
either negatively or positively
impacted various areas of
their work.
St. Petersburg Faculty
Council Chair David
Rosengrant shared
preliminary results from St.
Petersburg respondents during
a Faculty Campus Council
meeting on Sept. 23.
Of 75 respondents, 72%
of St. Petersburg faculty
agree that, overall, they have
been negatively impacted by
consolidation; 10.7% disagree
and 17.3% feel neutral.
Respondents were also
asked to rate how they feel
consolidation has affected
areas, like faculty research,
teaching, service and worklife balance. Results were
consistent, reflecting that the
majority of respondents feel
consolidation had a negative
impact on all areas they were
asked to assess.
The survey was sent to
all USF faculty at the end
of the spring 2021 semester
and responses are still being
received by the Faculty
Council. As of Sept. 23,
approximately 430 people
responded across all three
campuses.
Written responses to
survey questions were
also recorded, however,
Rosengrant said he has yet
to analyze them for trends in
faculty experiences.
“We have not really gotten
deep into the data, but it
appears that out of the three
campuses, St. Petersburg
faculty are the ones who
are most unhappy with the
consolidation,” Rosengrant
said in an email to The Crow’s
Nest.

For years, USF St.
Petersburg faculty have
had strong feelings about
being shortchanged and
diminished by USF Tampa
administrators.
Darryl Paulson, professor
emeritus of government at St.
Petersburg, is skeptical about
the accuracy of the survey’s
preliminary results, stating
that any positive responses
are likely from new faculty
who don’t fully grasp the
campus’ turbulent history
with consolidation.
“I am surprised it is not
a higher percentage who
believe consolidation has had
a negative impact,” Paulson
said in an email to The Crow’s
Nest.
“It would be interesting
to see a breakdown based on
when the faculty members
arrived at USF. I would
expect newer faculty cast
most of the positive votes
because, one, that is the only
situation they have known,
and two, they never lived
under the tyranny of the
past,” Paulson said. “Longerterm faculty are likely to see
consolidation as a return to
what used to be, and they fear
that.”
Stripped of its separate
accreditation in 2018, St.
Petersburg fought to maintain
its identity as a branch
campus under consolidation.
However, of 64 survey
respondents, 71.9% disagreed
that St. Petersburg’s campus
identity has been successfully
maintained.
Rosengrant said the data
will help the Faculty Council
determine how to address St.
Petersburg faculty’s adverse
feelings toward consolidation.
“What can we do as a
council if we know about
these feelings of being
negatively impacted in
multiple areas? … What do
we need to do to be proactive
and put our faculty in a better
place with this?” Rosengrant
said during the meeting.
Rosengrant said a full
report on survey results is
forthcoming.
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Students share mixed feelings about
their return to campus
By Adriana Reeves
adreeves@usf.edu

W

ith the return
of in-person
instruction,
many students are finding
themselves in a positive state
of mind with an eagerness to
learn.
After over a year of virtual
learning, some students, like
junior mass communications
major Samantha Skye, have
the opportunity to explore the
USF St. Petersburg campus
for the first time.
“It is so nice to be around
other people again. Working
from home has been difficult
as I am definitely a people
person,” Skye said. “That
being said, I assumed going
back to school would be
about furthering my education
while meeting new people
and networking. My first two
semesters were solely online
so I’m excited to be back on
campus.”
Skye, along with a number
of faculty and staff, have
grown tired of the back and
forth of online versus inperson instruction if a student
in a class tests positive with
COVID-19. However, she
understands it is a necessary

step in protecting her
classmates.
“I think USF is doing the
best they can within Florida
law,” Skye said.
Autumn Reinhardt, a
junior at USF St. Petersburg,
said she is also excited to
return to campus.
“I’m happy to be back in
person. I feel like it hinders
our learning being online. I
am getting a lot more out of
my classes now than I have in
the past,” Reinhardt said.
Reinhardt said she believes
USF is “doing the right thing”
by allowing students to return
to in-person instruction.
On the other hand, senior
journalism student Stephane
Mathurin has mixed emotions
about their return to campus.
“I enjoy having my classes
in person, I like feeling like
I have something real to do
during the day when it comes
to school,” Mathurin said.
“Although I have also
realized that the structure of
in-person classes can quickly
turn into rigidity... you are
expected to be present and
things like in attendance
and participation grades
negatively impact commuter
students and students with

COURTESY OF USF

Some USF St. Petersburg students are excited to return to in-person classes,
while others are concerned about USF’s approach to safety.
jobs and other responsibilities.
I drive from Tampa to St.
Petersburg so sometimes I
feel like I am wasting my time
when it comes to going to
class because of the drive.”
Mathurin said they hope
USF will better address issues
related to students and faculty

safety while on campus as the
COVID-19 pandemic rages
on.
“There are plenty of
other issues across all
three campuses that are
going unaddressed, like
housing cost/insecurity,
safety, academic advising...

the university is really
ignoring all of this including
COVID-19 and try to push
the narrative of everything
is alright, so they can secure
their financial interests,”
Mathurin said.

USF Tampa student found dead in
South Carolina
By Isaiah Sterling
isaiahsterling@usf.edu

S

heridan Wahl, a
21-year-old USF
student, was found
dead behind a fire department
in Pamplico, S.C., authorities
reported on Sept. 21.
According to a police
report, Wahl was reported
missing around midnight
on Sept. 19, several hours
after a FaceTime call with
her mother, Kelly DeArment
Wahl.
During their phone call,
Wahl was denied service for
not wearing shoes outside a
scooter rental business in the
300 block of South Ocean
Boulevard near Myrtle Beach.
Wahl informed her mother
she would be returning home,
but Kelly advised her to stay
in South Carolina for the
night to avoid the overnight
drive back to Florida.
This was the last time
Kelly spoke to her daughter.
All future attempts to contact
Wahl by phone went to
voicemail.
According to Kelly, her
daughter had traveled to
South Carolina to visit her

father who lives in Myrtle
Beach, but never showed up
to his home.
Kelly asked for help
finding Wahl on Facebook on
Sept. 20.
“Please help me find my
daughter. Last seen at 300
S. Ocean in Myrtle Beach.
We haven’t heard from her
since 1 p.m. and her phone
is not picking up. She could
have been driving back from
Myrtle Beach to Tampa. Let
me know if anyone has seen
her. Otherwise please pray she
comes home to us safely!”
Kelly wrote in the post.
Wahl’s body was
discovered the next day
behind the Hanna-Salem Fire
Department, nearly 50 miles
from where she was reported
missing.
According to the Florence
County Sheriff’s office,
Wahl’s Toyota Corolla was
found burned in a ditch
approximately 10 miles away
from the fire department.
Kelly announced the
passing of her daughter on
Facebook.
“We are heartbroken
beyond belief to share
the news that our beloved

Sheridan Lynne Wahl has
passed,” Kelly wrote in
the post. “Sheridan was
our cherished and loving
daughter, sister, niece and
friend. She will be missed
more than words can ever
express.”
Wahl’s cause of death was
recorded as “inconclusive”
after an autopsy at the
Medical University of South
Carolina in Charleston,
according to Florence County
Coroner Keith von Lutcken.
“The manner and cause of
death in the Sheridan Wahl
case is pending additional
postmortem studies and
investigation at this time,”
von Lutcken wrote in an
email.
A GoFundMe page was
created by Wahl’s roommate,
Elizabeth Echenique, to help
cover funeral expenses.
“Please help me to raise
money for her family to have
a memorial and funeral for
this beautiful soul that has
gone too soon,” Echenique
wrote on the page.
Assistant Director of
Media Relations Althea
Johnson said the Dean of
Students office encourages

COURTESY OF SHERIDAN WAHL’S FACEBOOK PAGE

Sheridan Wahl’s cause of death is “inconclusive”
according to Florence County Coroner Keith von
Lutcken.
students impacted by the
loss of an individual to seek
mental health counseling
available through on-campus
resources.
Johnson said the university
hosts a service every January
to remember students who
were enrolled at the time of
their passing.
The names of the deceased
are engraved on a memorial
wall on Crescent Hill behind
the Marshall Student Center.

If you have any additional
information about the
Sheridan Wahl case, contact
the South Carolina Law
Enforcement Division at
(803) 737-9000.
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USFSP hosts virtual forum for upcoming
city council and mayoral elections
By Audrey Ward
CONTRIBUTOR

A

two-night live
forum for the
upcoming St.
Petersburg City Council
general election and the
St. Petersburg mayoral
election was held at USF St.
Petersburg on Sept. 28 and
29.
The event was live
streamed from The Reef
of the University Student
Center (USC) via Zoom for
students in anticipation of
the general election on Nov.
2.
Both forums were
moderated by associate
professor Dr. Judithanne
Scourfield McLauchlan,
and a panel of three
St. Petersburg Student
Government leaders:
Veronica Jimenez, Tara
Rosenbaum and Sean
Schrader.
The event was cosponsored by the USF
St. Petersburg Center
for Civic Engagement,
Student Government, the
St. Petersburg Downtown
Partnership, LocalShops1
and the League of Women
Voters of the St. Petersburg
Area.
On Sept. 29, the City
Council forum hosted
candidates Jeff Danner,
Gina Driscoll, Richie Floyd,
Copley Gerdes, Lisset
Hanewicz, Tom Mullins and
Mhariel Summers.
District 1 candidate
Gerdes and District 4
candidate Hanewicz
focused on jobs,
infrastructure, the Tropicana
Field site, affordable
housing and the housing
crisis, public transportation,
city growth and the support
of small businesses.
Driscoll from District

6, said she is seeking
her second term on St.
Petersburg City Council
and plans to focus on
passing the city-wide
plastic straw ban. She
was vocal on wanting to
eliminate single-use plastics
in neighborhoods and
business associations and
maintaining an ”open door”
policy.
Also in District 6,
Summers delivered her
“Let’s make a seamless city
where the sun shines on
all” tag line and discussed
her five years of experience
serving the city in various
roles and her involvement
in community programs.
When asked about her
policy points, she kept
it simple saying, “keep
St. Pete growing, visible
equity, and sustainability
and resiliency.”
Danner and Floyd from
District 8 focused on the
Community Housing Trust
Fund, community policing,
development without losing
the character of the city,
public wages, creating
jobs, access to resources
and investing in the city
as a whole, not just the
downtown streets.
The mayoral forum
with candidates Robert
Blackmon and Ken Welch
was livestreamed from
the USF Student Center
Ballroom and was viewed at
a student watch party in The
Reef of the USC.
Welch shared three top
priorities he would focus on
if he was selected as mayor.
“The top three priorities
are based on what I’ve
heard from the community
in a number of forums,
and also through driving
thousands of rides as
an Uber driver, hearing
directly from folks in our

COURTESY OF JUDITHANNE SCOURFIELD MCLAUCHLAN

Mayoral Candidate Ken Welsh (center) with Dr.
McLauchlan (far left) and several students from
her American National Government Course.

AVERY JENNINGS | THE CROW’S NEST

Mayoral Candidates Robert Blackmon and Ken Welsh prepare for Sept. 29’s
forum.
the two candidates on
communities.
community,” Welch said.
gun violence and law
“It’s about how to bring
“Folks care about the
enforcement.  
people together.” Welch
same things: affordability.
“First and foremost, we
said. “It’s time to move
You can’t afford apartments
need everybody in every
forward. It’s time for
in our community,” Welch
neighborhood to feel safe.
inclusive progress. That’s
said.
We talk all the time about
what I’m focused on.”
Welch’s second priority
the crime rates down, but
“In so many ways we
is ensuring St. Petersburg
murders are through the
need innovative thinking
neighborhoods are safe
roof,” Blackmon said. “We
and outside the box
and healthy. Third, he
need to give our officers
thinking,” Blackmon said.
encourages residents to
the resources they deserve,
advocate for the city’s
and they need to protect our
Avery Jennings
infrastructure and natural
citizens.”
contributed to this report.
environment.
Welch said gun violence
Blackmon responded,
is driving deaths in the St.
Audrey Ward and Avery
“I also share affordability,
Jennings are junior mass
infrastructure, and the Rays Petersburg community.
He said he supports law
communications majors at
as part of my platform.”
enforcement, however “you USF St. Petersburg.
Blackmon said he
can’t arrest your way out of
partnered with the state to
file a bill to allow affordable this problem.”
The candidates’ closing
housing permit fees to be
statements echoed the same
waived. He also plans to
sentiment: unifying and
establish initiatives that
help the affordable housing progressing St. Petersburg
program retain funds.
Education is another
priority for Blackmon.
“We need to be a better
educated city and I’ve
worked towards that end on
multiple projects like the
St. Pete Science Center,”
Blackmon said.
On K-12 education,
Blackmon discussed
closing educational gaps for
students ages six through
18. “We need to keep kids
focused on the right track,”
Blackmon said.
Welch’s opinion on
education differed, stating
that his focus is on early
childhood education
programs.
“You don’t lose kids in
high school,” Welch said.
COURTESY OF JUDITHANNE SCOURFIELD MCLAUCHLAN
“You lose kids before they
Mayoral Candidates after the forum speaking with
even go to kindergarten.”
students in the USC.
There was a clear
disagreement between
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Knights steal the night: USF men’s soccer falls
short in the ‘War On I-4’
By Max Steele
CONTRIBUTOR

T

he USF men’s
soccer team lost a
thrilling “War On
I-4” matchup at home against
its long-time state rival, the
University of Central Florida
(UCF) Knights. The UCF
Knights defeated the Bulls
with a score of 3-2 on Sept.
29 with nearly a full crowd in
attendance at Corbett Soccer
Stadium in Tampa.
The Knights were the first
team on the score board, with
a goal from midfielder Ariel
Hadar 39 minutes into the
game. With no other goals in
the first half, the two teams
headed into the locker room
with the Knights up, 1-0.
Three minutes into the
second half, UCF’s Hadar
striked again and notched his
second LocalShops1 goal of
the game. The Knights took a
commanding 2-0 lead over the
Bulls.
This time, USF was quick
to respond with forward Oscar
Resano finding the back of the
net only a minute later to put
the Bulls back in the game.
South Florida cut their deficit
in half and looked to even the
score.

Unfortunately for the Bulls,
UCF wasn’t finished scoring
goals. The Knights finished
this four-minute scoring streak
with a breakaway goal from
forward Lucca Dourado, the
team’s lead scorer.
The game was still far
from over, and if there’s one
thing to know about the Bulls,
it’s that they won’t go down
without a fight.
The players picked their
heads up and went on to
score a goal close to the end
of the match with forward
Victor Claudel capitalizing
off a corner kick. They kept
the pressure on until the end,
almost tying the game with
a last-minute free kick that
ended in an incredible save by
UCF goalie Tyler Lavigne.
UCF was able to survive
USF’s late rally and claim
victory in the first edition
of the “War On I-4.” As the
Knights celebrated on South
Florida’s home field, many
of the USF players appeared
eager for revenge.
Luckily for the Bulls, they
will have the chance to even
the series when they head to
Orlando on Oct. 27 for a “War
On I-4” rematch.
Following the game, USF’s
starting freshmen defender
Nicolas Scargle shared some

insight about the match.
Scargle said this Bulls
squad is “a very young
team” and consists of a lot
of freshmen. He said the
team needs to improve their
work ethic and sharpen their
mentalities going into games.
Scargle said he is very
confident in his teammates and
believes this team is destined
for greatness. He said the team
“won’t let these losses affect
their goal” and they will “keep
pushing forward.”
“This team is a family and
everyone’s ambitions are the
same: to win our conference
and go to the NCAA playoffs
to showcase what our team is
all about,” Scargle said.
After the game, UCF
went to Twitter to poke fun
at the defeated USF team.
They posted a series of
tweets insulting the Bulls,
including a picture with the
UCF soccer players displaying
“Bull Down” hand signals
and claiming to be “Tampa’s
hometown team.”
Fans are interested to see if
the Bulls will respond to these
social media antics or if they
will decide to conserve their
energy for the rematch and let
their game speak for them.
Until then, USF has four
regular season games to

MAX STEELE | THE CROW’S NEST

A defeated USF player lies on the ground in agony
after a hard foul from a Central Florida defender.
work out their mistakes in
preparation for their second
matchup with the Knights.
The team will travel to Tulsa
and Temple for back-to-back
road games and then return
to Tampa to face off against
Memphis and SMU.
Tickets to USF men’s
soccer games are free for
USF students, $7 for adults
and $5 for children (ages
4-12). Games are also live
streamed on USF BullsVision

and broadcasted on USF Bulls
Unlimited radio.
Follow the USF men’s
soccer team on social media
and use hashtag #BullsUp !
Facebook: @usfmenssoccer
Instagram: @usfmsoc
Twitter: @USFMSOC
Max Steele is a junior
digital communication and
multimedia journalism major
at USF St. Petersburg.

Into the West with Andy Warhol
By Aubrey Carr
aubrey14@usf.edu

A

ndy Warhol
comes to St.
Petersburg with the
Americana-themed “Warhol’s
West” exhibition at The James
Museum of Western and
Wildlife Art.
The exhibit is composed of
69 pieces, many from Warhol’s
1986 “Cowboys and Indians”
collection, highlighting the
beauty of the American
West. Although many know
Warhol’s iconic artworks, few
know of the man’s adoration
for western mythos.
“Because this series was

done at the very end of his
career, [Warhol] wasn’t able to
produce some of those original
paintings that typically went
alongside with the screen print
series. We did not have these
major gallery openings that
really helped that publicity, So,
not a lot of people know about
[Cowboys and Indians],” said
Curator of Art Emily Kapes.
Though largely unknown,
the west was a passion for
Warhol. “When he passed,
his estate found 27 pairs [of
cowboy boots], he wore them
almost on a daily basis,”
Kapes said.
While walking through the
exhibit, visitors will recognize

AUBREY CARR | THE CROW’S NEST

The James Museum’s latest exhibition highlights
Andy Warhol’s western-influenced artworks.

many famous faces of Western
America, including Annie
Oakley, Theodore Roosevelt,
Geronimo and Sitting Bull.
Each work is an eyecatching and colorful screen
print, crafted using Warhol’s
signature pop-art style.
Although the series’ name
includes the word cowboy,
there are none to be found.
Instead, much of the focus is
on indigenous persons, with
works showcasing native life
and artifacts.
In addition to the 10
official artworks of Warhol’s
“Cowboys and Indians”
portfolio, 14 of the test prints
made during the creation
of the series are on display,
capturing the lengthy process
of the collection.
“The series actually took
a year longer than originally
planned,” Kapes said, citing
the timing issues to creative
differences between Warhol
and his publishers.
Beyond the obvious westinspired artworks, “Warhol’s
West” also features the artist’s
earlier pieces, such as a wall of
vibrant prints capturing iconic
characters of pop culture. The

Wicked Witch of the West,
Howdy Doody and Uncle Sam
all make appearances.
“We pull in some of the
more indirect imagery from
the west, but it is all good
fun,” Kapes said.
Next to each piece in the
exhibit is a framed photograph
showing the original subject of
Warhol’s recreation. Visitors
are offered a unique chance
to see the direct source of the
famed artist’s creative vision.
Teaching viewers of the
screen printing process,
“Warhol’s West” opens to
a mockup of the technique,
showing each step in the
many-layered process
alongside that step’s result.
As shown in the display, each
color of Warhol’s works is
added one-by-one through a
different silk screen printed
layer. The model was created
by students at Columbus State
University.
In a family-friendly
interactive activity, the
museum asks viewers to “join
the exhibition” by taking a
picture of themselves, which
is then edited pop-art-style and
projected onto the wall next to

Warhol’s works. The colorful
photo is emailed to the visitor.
When asked why the
museum chose to display
Warhol’s work, Kapes simply
said, “I think he made art
relevant, and people really
enjoyed it.”
“Warhol’s West” runs from
Oct. 2 through Jan. 9, 2022.
The exhibit is open during
the museum’s regular visiting
hours and is included with the
regular price of admission.
The James Museum is
open Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Tuesdays from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Admission
is $10 on Tuesdays and
$15 every other day with
a valid student ID. Tickets
can be purchased on The
James Museum’s website or
in person. Tickets must be
purchased at least 30 minutes
before closing time.
Due to COVID-19
restrictions, the museum’s
Canyon Cafe is closed until
further notice. Visitors are
required to wear masks at all
times.
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‘The Green Knight’:
A modern retelling of an obscure legend

By Lily Cannon
CONTRIBUTOR

“

Knight most
courteous, if you claim
a fair, unarmored fight,
we’ll see you have the same.”
The best thing the retelling
of an old classic can do is
adapt the bones of the story
to fit the tastes of modern
audiences.
Directors have taken this
method to make certified
award-winners (or at the
very least nominees) like
“Marie Antoinette” and
“The Great Gatsby,” sewing
contemporary references into
a story that viewers have
heard more dryly during
history class.
Audiences witnessed
this method in action more
recently, with less success, in
Guy Ritchie’s “King Arthur:
Legend of the Sword” which
turned the Arthurian legends
into a Marvel Cinematic
Universe-inspired superhero
flick alongside Ritchie’s usual
quick brain-numbing pacing.
“The Green Knight”
sets itself apart from these
commendable movies, and not
only through the absence of
pop music and tired quips.

By Aubrey Carr
aubrey14@usf.edu
MONDAY
Start off your week with
a song at Acoustic Open
Mic. Enjoy delicious food
while listening to live
music or try getting up on
stage yourself. Open mic
takes place at The Pesky
Pelican Brew Pub, 923
72nd St. N. Stop by from
6:30 to 9 p.m. to ensure
your seat.
TUESDAY
Grab some friends
and get ready to show off
your knowledge for Triva
Night at Grand Central
Brewhouse. Located at
2340 Central Ave., the
event is free to join, and

Director David Lowery
achieves a genuine hit by
trusting his viewers to
sympathize with universal
themes that have remained
true since their foundation,
long before the age of
chivalric romances of which
this story has been adapted
from: redemption, love and,
of course, honor.
“The Green Knight,” as
its title suggests, reworks the
story “Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight,” a less-adapted
Arthurian tale.
The protagonist, Sir
Gawain (Dev Patel), although
not yet a sir, must undergo a
long perilous journey like his
previously-knighted peers,
one year after a mysterious
green figure gives him a
seemingly nonsensical duel,
“Should he land a blow, let
me strike him in return. I will
return what was given to me.”
Gawain chops the figure’s
head off, which almost
certainly means death in
return. Like most Arthurian
legends, the mood is trippy
and somber, illustrated by the
usual indie embellishments of
an A24 distributed film.
Unlike most adaptations,
Gawain doesn’t follow the

winning teams can earn up
to $30 in “Grand Central
Brewhouse Dollars.” Trivia
runs every Tuesday from 7
to 9 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
Brush up on your fine
dining skills while learning
how to create a delicious
meat and cheese platter.
Join Fresh Factory at 7350
Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach
for Build a Charcuterie
Board night. The class runs
from 6:30 to 9 p.m. and
costs $35. All necessary
meats and cheeses will be
supplied. Sign up for the
course ahead of time on
eventbrite.com.

route of a typical hero. This
is certainly the reason why
this tale doesn’t appear
in theaters as much as the
story of Excalibur. Directors
(sorry, Guy Ritchie)
favor the courageous and
conventionally masculine
Arthur.
Thankfully, Lowery
doesn’t shy away from the
unfavorable traits of Gawain,
and at some points, even dogs
on him further in his moments
of human cowardice.
Even if the story is not
an exact recreation of the
tale, Gawain’s development
remains at the heart of the
story. That, as well as the
artistic cinematography,
the talented cast and
hallucinogenic storytelling
are what make “The Green
Knight” unique.
Don’t be fooled by the
trailers, this movie doesn’t
try to be “Lord of the Rings,”
but it makes for a thoughtful
epic nonetheless; a feat
which is sadly rare in recent
filmmaking.
Lily Cannon is a freshman
English major at USF St.
Petersburg.

THURSDAY
Get into the swing
of things with First
Thursdays Jazz at
Bayboro Brewing. Enjoy
a live jazz performance
by The Pete Carney
Quartet with no cover fee.
Attendees are invited to
bring their own instruments
to jam out with the band.
The performance runs
from 6 to 9 p.m. at 2390
Fifth Ave. S. All ages are
welcome.
FRIDAY
Midterms got you down?
Get ready to crack up with
American Stage’s Return
of the Laughs improv
show. The event takes

LILY CANNON | THE CROW’S NEST

“The Green Knight” modernizes a classic myth
with a hypnotic tale of bravery and imperfection.

place at 163 Third St. N
and begins at 7 p.m. This
socially distanced show is
sure to cheer up any midsemester blues. Seating
is limited, so make sure
you buy your tickets early
on the American Stage
website.
SATURDAY
Start your fall off
right with St. Pete
Pier’s inaugural Fall
Festival. Enjoy music,
food, activities, vendors
and the area’s largest
pumpkin patch. This two
day festival runs from 12
p.m. Saturday to 6 p.m.
Sunday at 800 Second Ave.
NE. The event is free to
attend, but visitors can pick

out their very own pumpkin
at an additional cost.
SUNDAY
Rock out with
Manchester Orchestra.
The indie-rock band is
playing Jannus Live, 200
First Ave. N, for their
“The Million Masks of
God” tour. Tickets can be
purchased at the door for
$34 or purchased through
ticketmaster.com for
$28.50. Doors open at 6:30
p.m.
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New cybersecurity and UI/UX programs
debut at USFSP

By Adriana Reeves
adreeves@usf.edu

THE
CROW’S NEST
The Crow’s Nest is committed to providing
its readers with news relevant to the
University of South Florida St. Petersburg
and its surrounding community. The
Crow’s Nest abides by the highest ethical
standards and focuses on stories that
help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards of
reporting as defined by the Society of
Professional Journalists. Opinions in this
newspaper do not necessarily represent
those of the administration, faculty or
student body.

Reach Us
USFSP Student Life Center
Office 2400
140 Seventh Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
(727) 873-4113
usfcrowsnest@gmail.com

U

SF now offers
technology
bootcamps that
are aimed at helping students
prepare for a career in tech.
USF partnered with the
online learning platform
Springboard to offer
online cyber security and
user interaction and user
experience (UI/UX) design
bootcamps that are open
to anyone. The courses are
offered completely online and
allow students to learn at their
own pace.
Students are paired with
a mentor that they will meet
with 1:1 for the duration of
the program.
After enrolling, students
are asked to fill out a profile
that helps match them with
a mentor. The mentors are
experienced professionals in
the field who provide students
with career and professional

COURTESY OF USF

USF St. Petersburg’s new nine-week bootcamp programs prepare students
for emerging tech careers.
portfolio feedback.
The bootcamp also offers
optional career services to
help students navigate their
job search.
The cyber security
bootcamp is a six-month
course with a total of 21
learning units, a capstone
project and CompTIA
Security+ certification exam
preparation. The exam is
included in the bootcamp
tuition.
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university discipline.
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Students are paired with mentors who have
professional experience in the tech field.

Applications for the
cyber security bootcamp are
open until Oct. 25 to apply
and classes begin on Nov.
1. Tuition is $11,900 and
students who pay upfront
receive a 7% discount.
According to the program’s
website, “Cyber Security
Bootcamp trains you with jobready cybersecurity analysis
skills through a combination
of curated curriculum from
industry experts and handson project work, including
30+ technical labs and 30+
projects.”
Like the cyber security
program, the UI/UX design
bootcamp is open to anyone.
The UI/UX bootcamp is a
nine-month online program
that allows students to learn at
their own pace.
“The [UI/UX] bootcamp
covers a combination of
lectures, readings, projects
and career resources that are
geared toward industry best
practices. Additionally, you
will get access to 300+ hours

of optional coursework and
projects in case you plan to
switch careers into UI/UX
Design in less than a year,”
the website reads.
UI/UX bootcamp tuition
is $13,950. Students who
pay upfront receive a 10%
discount.
Demonstrate PR Account
Executive Jake Ramirez said
he’s confident in students’
career potential when they
complete their journey in the
bootcamps.
“Students who have
completed these programs
to-date have received job
offers from highly coveted
companies including
Accenture, Dell, Deloitte,
IBM, JP Morgan Chase,
Microsoft and more,”
Ramirez said in an email to
The Crow’s Nest.
For more information
on how to enroll in
the bootcamps, visit
usfbootcamps.com.

OPINION: How will you celebrate a safe Halloween?
By Alexia Wilkin
CONTRIBUTOR

I

n the age of COVID-19,
coming up with a way
to celebrate Halloween
is a new and exciting
adventure. How should we
celebrate Halloween with
safety in mind?
College will provide
us with the opportunity to
make our own traditions and
experiences. In spite of the
pandemic, we still have a
chance to make Halloween
festivities enjoyable.
As long as we follow the
CDC guidelines to keep our

friends and family safe, we
can still celebrate Halloween.
You can even find new ways
to incorporate masks into your
costume.
These are some of the
ways members of the USF
community plan to celebrate
Halloween in a safe manner.
“I am going to dress up,
hang with friends and create
new experiences,” Isabella
Vastola, a human geography
freshman, said. “In order to
protect myself and others, I
intend to wear a mask, use
hand sanitizer and ensure that
I am fully vaccinated.”

ALEXIA WILKIN | THE CROW’S NEST

Katie Mahoney, a finance junior, plans to spend
Halloween night watching horror movies.

Like Vastola, Katie
Mahoney, a finance junior,
plans to stay mindful while
celebrating the holiday.
“In addition to eating tons
of candy, I will spend the
night watching horror movies
with friends. I will be wearing
a mask and sitting six feet
apart at all times,” Mahoney
said.
During the holiday season,
masks, social distancing and
sanitizing are a few of the best
ways to protect yourself and
others from COVID-19 and
its Delta variant.
Vastola and Mahoney have
given just a few ideas from
which to draw inspiration
for your plans. Just because
COVID is still relevant does
not mean you have to give
up your Halloween plans this
year.
Together as a community,
let’s come up with some
new ideas to have fun this
year. Enjoy your Halloween
everyone, but remember to
ask yourself: how will you
celebrate a COVID-19-safe
Halloween?
Alexia Wilkin is a freshman
psychology major.
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Human geography
freshman Isabella
Vastola shows off her
spooky halloween
costume.
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UMatter receives $1.2 million gift, plans to expand
By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu

U

Matter, an
inclusive
postsecondary
education program at USF
St. Petersburg, received a
$1.2 million gift from the
USF Foundation, according
to a university press release
on Sept. 30.
As part of the College
of Education, the program
provides students with
intellectual disabilities the
opportunity to partake in
higher education and campus
life.
With the donation, the St.
Petersburg-based program
and its services will be
available at all three USF
campuses.
Upon receiving the gift,
the program’s official name
became The Eileen Hoffman
Hafer UMatter Program in
recognition of its donors
Andrew and Eileen Hafer.
“The significance of
what UMatter can mean for
a student with intellectual
disability as well as our
wider community is very
much part of [the Hafers’]
value system,” Lyman
Dukes, co-principal
investigator of the program,
said in an email to The
Crow’s Nest. “Our intent is to
grow the UMatter program
by extending the opportunity
to pursue a college
experience across all the USF
campuses.”
“We are profoundly
appreciative of the Hafer’s
generosity and are excited
to welcome them to the

UMatter team,” Dukes said.
Last year, the program
was set in motion after the St.
Petersburg campus received
a $900,000 grant from the
Florida Center for Students
with Unique Abilities and
introduced its first group of
seven students this fall – with
the support of professional
staff and student mentors,
participants are given an
authentic college experience
by living on campus and
auditing classes.
“The University of South
Florida is proud to host
the Eileen Hoffman Hafer
UMatter Program and to
provide opportunities for
students with intellectual
disabilities to excel in a
university setting,” Interim
President Rhea Law said in
the press release. “We are
incredibly grateful to Andrew
and Eileen Hafer for their
generous support of this
program and the students
who will benefit from this
life-changing experience.”
Both Andrew and Eileen
Hafer are USF alumni and
have an extensive history
with the university.
This year, Andrew
became a Doctor of Business
Administration through
USF’s Muma College
Business. He has served in
various leadership positions
for the university for nearly
30 years.
Earning her bachelor’s
degree in education from
USF, Eileen worked as a
gifted education teacher in
science for nine years
“We couldn’t be happier
to be part of the USF

COURTESY OF UMATTER

Formerly UMatter, the program’s official name is now The Eileen Hoffman
Hafer UMatter Program.

COURTESY OF JORDAN MYERS

Marla Sax (left) is one of seven students to participate in the UMatter
program this fall. Luke King (right) is a Umatter volunteer.
UMatter program as it
pioneers new strides in
inclusivity,” Eileen Hafer
said in the press release.
“At its core, UMatter is

relational. It helps to remove
obstacles that allow division
based on human differences.
“I believe this program
promotes a perspective

and empathy for all those
involved and strengthens
the diversity of our USF
community overall.”

COVID-19, continued from P1
Since August, faculty
members have struggled with
students’ mask compliance
and reporting information to
USF Health when a student
tests positive, like whether
the student was in class,
where they sat and who was
sitting next to them.
In an attempt to offer
faculty support, some
classrooms at St. Petersburg
are equipped with a
laminated flyer reminding
professors that they cannot
require students to wear
masks, should not tolerate
disruptions and they should
attempt to deescalate
situations.
Most recently, USF
implemented “Respectful
Responders” to help
professors deescalate
classroom disruptions caused
by students’ noncompliance
with the recommended
mitigation protocols.
Professors are instructed
to call the college’s
designated Respectful
Responder phone number on
the flyer to request assistance
from a volunteer who “can
engage the students in

constructive conversation,
determine their concerns and
attempt to come to a mutual
resolution.”
In an Aug. 24 Board of
Trustees meeting, Faculty
Senate Chair Tim Boaz
criticized the administration,
stating USF’s COVID-19
safety plan had been “tossed
out the window.”
While USF continues
to “strongly encourage”
students to get vaccinated
and wear masks, Petersen

said USF Health believes the
virus is here to stay.
“We believe we will
eventually reach a post
pandemic place, but we
likely won’t reach a COVIDfree place. We believe
COVID-19 will be with us in
the form of a cold or [flu-like
illness],” Petersen said.

COURTESY OF USF

USF Health’s COVID-19 data reflects a continued
decline in new cases, transmission and
hospitalizations.
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Student Spotlight:
Checking in with a committed chess player
By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu

O

ne day, in the
heat of a chess
match, a question
occurred to Chevaughn
Bashford: How come
there’s no chess club at
USFSP?
Bashford, a junior
international student, has
taken it upon himself to
change that.
“I’m definitely a go
getter,” Bashford said.
“I see what I want, and I
go after it, and I’ve had
to learn to kind of be that
way. Especially being in a
different country.”
When he’s not studying
environmental science and
policy, you can typically
find Bashford playing chess.
Born and raised in

Jamaica, Bashford first
came to the U.S. in
December 2019 – taking his
ambition and love for chess
with him.
“I started playing
chess in high school,”
Bashford said. “I wasn’t
too interested in chess
when I was younger, but
then I had a summer job
at a library back home
and I just decided, ‘Oh,
this is something to do.’
Eventually, I just kept
getting better and better.”
Before transferring to
USF this fall, Bashford
attended Hillsborough
Community College (HCC).
“I always intended to
transfer ever since I decided
to go to HCC,” Bashford
said. “But I chose the
St. Pete campus because
I really like the smaller
campus and the location.”
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Chevaughn Bashford began playing chess in high
school and founded USF St. Petersburg’s chess
club.

Quickly becoming
acquainted as an on-campus
resident, Bashford began
playing chess matches
against Student Government
Adviser and Assistant
Director of Student Life
and Engagement, Robert
Herron.
“During one of our
games, the idea of creating
a chess club arose in our
conversation and [Bashford]
immediately ran with the
idea,” Herron said. “Being
a new player to the game, I
was excited to offer myself
as adviser to the club.”
Despite still being in the
works, Bashford and Herron
have garnered 13 members
for the club.
“We want people to
turn out and be a part of
the club,” Bashford said.
“And if you’re interested in
learning, don’t be scared.
You don’t have to be good
at it or know anything about
chess to join the club and
learn to play the game.”
Bashford said many
students could benefit from
playing chess.
“[Chess is] something
that I use to relax, it really
helps calm me down,”
Bashford said. “It still keeps
your mind going, but you’re
relaxed at the same time.”
For future
announcements, visit the
chess club’s BullsConnect
page and keep an eye out
for the coming Instagram
account.
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Chevaughn Bashford is an international student
born and raised in Jamaica.

MOLLY RYAN | THE CROW’S NEST

The new chess club has garnered 13 members.

Inktober returns for its twelfth year
By Baron Reichenbach
and Gavin Hadro
baronr@usf.edu
gavinhadro@usf.edu

P

ick up your pens,
brushes and copic
markers, because
the Inktober art challenge
has returned for its 12th
consecutive year.
The rules of Inktober
are simple: Make an ink
drawing and post it to
social media with the
hashtags #Inktober and
#Inktober2021 as a regular
routine for the month of
October.
The Inktober challenge
was started in 2009 by
illustrator Jake Parker
with the aim of developing
“positive drawing habits.”
Since 2016, one-word
prompts for each day have
been posted to the Inktober
website, though they are
not inherently necessary to
participate in the challenge.
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An example of a day
one “crystal” piece.
Examples for this year
include “crystal,” “loop”
and “slither.”
While the best-known
version of the challenge
encourages daily drawing,
the Inktober website makes
note of the “half-marathon”
and “5k” approaches
where one can draw every

other day or every week
respectively.
Regardless, the
challenge is primarily about
developing a lifelong habit
of consistent artistry.
The Inktober website
also provides a number
of recommended tools for
inking, though ultimately
it stresses “the spirit of the
challenge is very open to
people being creative in
what tools they use, how
they use them, and what
they create.”
The site’s FAQ notes
writers and typographers
may participate.
More details about the
Inktober challenge can be
found at inktober.com
COURTESY OF JAKE PARKER

This year’s Inktober prompts range from clear
visuals like “crystal” to the more abstract like
“risk.”

